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To the Right: Reverend Father in God, 


ENRY 


| | Lord Biſhop of LONDON. 


 MYLORD, 
13 $A o *HESE Diſcourſes are the 
MS immediate Effect of Your 


>» Lordſhip's tender Regard 
SRP for the Miſerable Objects 
KIUSEIRES they were directed to. 
The fad and difficult Bufinefs of: New- 
ate 1s a Task above the Labour of any 
at Perſon; and therefore Your Lord- 
ſhip's Charicable Appointment of ſome of 
Your Clergy carctully ro Aſhſt the Ordina- 
ry every. Seſſions; 1s an Act of the great-- 
eſt Compatſhion, ind wilt, without ie, 
| be readily obey'd : Neither was the Piety 
of the Civil Magiſtrate wanting info good 
a Deſign ; for, God be thanked, there was - 
a direct Inviration, and the higheſt En-- 
| couragemeznt fey the late Lord-Mayor, | 
-Sir Thomas Lane, to the Performance of 
A- 2, M-: 


— 


Ki may. it: have an 27 on 


wi. Places of the like kind through our 


the whole Þ Nation. 


"They afe Chriſtians, cho. Crimbbals ; 


and tho that Authority which bears nor 
the Sword in vain, 1s neceſſitated for the 
Terror of others to cut them off. from 
the Land of the Living, yet-it always al- 
lows an Interval. between Sentence and 
Exccution; and your Lordſhip's Interpoſi- 
tion, in.imitation of Him who.catne 20 ſeek 
the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 1ſraeh, has taken 
all the Carc imnagmable to improve that 
Interval to the End intended ; that they 
ſhould not dye as they have iy d, but that 
all poſſible means ſhould beus'd, char their 
Souls may be ſav'd in the day of the Lord. 
"Tis upon this account I preſume to put 
theſe Papers under. Your .Lordſhip's Pa- 
tronage, as having the: beſt 658 and 
Title to the Dedication of them. 4 am, 


| Your Iordibiv's': b, 1 
Vig£ ' Moft Datifat, moſt Devoted, and 
moſt Humble Seruant, 


8 Crooks, 
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6, Ac cTS Wit | 
Repent. ye therefore; and 7a converted, 
that 5+ fons wy be blotted ont. 


—- ble Objects 'of Miſery 
Ce ought ſenſibly to touch 
FR the breaſt of every 
Chriſtian; for pity and 
| compaſſion is the-very 
SS ' Efſence of Chriſtianity : 

And beiefore furely it ſhould curn our very 


wewels within us, 'to ſee ſo many Per- 
; ſons, 


A Sermon dra d ke 


of their roi to | ſee fo many ht 
Bodies ready ro drop into the Grave : Burt 
above all , is ſhould ſti pp qux utmoſt 
Commitſe tidn ,  ; confller fq many 
Souls, for whom Chriſt died, ( without 
his infinite interpofing Evodnels ) juſt 


ki ing Porlings of Fortin 


And deat fad 3 | iy the State , deplora- 


ble the Condition” you have brought your 
ſelves'to'; 'adjudpyl bythe Laws of.ypus. 
Couttrey,' 'abd ty" ther 20eayated! 1n- 
worthy any longer to live, awotthy to 
tread this Earth, or bronhagh Als 

chat; vp furchet. good;, te 

to: Mankind can; be expeged' tian; yo! 
but only by the Example ' your-Dearh ; 
and; to ſtand like Marks Lie aral Rocks , 
and, Sarids,. t& Wazn othees Tru On ' of Fg | 
Ruin for; the future, Apdith3y-rhe Niſery, 
and., publick Shame: you! are < EX ofed Tþ 
_— -a better igprefiion., on athers,, than 


£ 
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| the like: Punilbinent of -others | has made 
on -you.::: Far tis .the aggravyation'of your 
Iniquities , that you have been full proof 
againſt Warnings of all kinds; not only 
che- frequent Sutterings of others; for Crimes 
of the lame nature, . who were-deſign'd 
«for your examples, to-\themntent you") ſhould 
not "have". lufted after evil things cas (they 
sl/o: did; 3 bur doubtleſs, nay. certain ie 
is, that many of:youw-have -hid:a good Edu- 
cation y:tender:Mothers:;: that »wepr, and 
prayed fot-gou ; and! careful: Fathers: and 
Maſters, that kindly withſtood: you in your 
evil Courſes, i admoniſh'd you. of [your 
Duty - to ::God:;;.; and::t ofren igave- you 
that Advice: which: :you :then-diſdiin'd ; 
and (thought :irkſome and: macaſy: co hear , 
but now xemember;;-and-with regret:;of 
; Soul with yourhad \attentivelyJiſten'd un- 
toz7 but: all in vain ; : Fors thecauſe yon. (the 
| bated knowledge; i and: did ndt chaſe ithe fear 
. of [the Lord ;/ 1becauſe you refuſed comnſel,, and 
- deſqnſed :all: :manuer; | of reproof , «therefore you 
 maſirnan) eat of "the . fruit of your count aways 5 
| and berful'd with: your own dewices ;""ifor. the 
E on td, B 2 _ turning 
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tufnms -amay-of. the funple: Fall flay theni, ns. 
the proſperuy. " Jyols wall cis thei cad, 4 dot 


thema. '/11:0:5 ; 
p- And- ahbaght your ay os Taka are- Þ 
truly. lamentable , - though:the-: wickedneſs. of 
your +. heels has' encompaſt 30u: about. ane _ yotn 
are;ready to fall into: thespit, which by-your nia 
quities you- have: dug | for. your ſelves ;.- though 
30u-'are tied and bound. with" the 'chain: of -yogr 
fins, and- ave © ſa. faſt ' in: prifen"thaty0u :rawit 
22 out, butito an evil:and {ſhameful Death z 
though, [ ſay, your Condition 4s-overy. way 
furely able to excite the-utmolt picy., and. 
imploy our Eyes more tham-our Tongues, 
yer we; come: not here;ſo; much to | bes 
_ waile, asto2 inſtruct you 3: and; 'that:your 
departure hence: may- not: be to. you, 
the beginning of; txue: ſcares. 5 may 'not 
conſign - you. over. to 1a doleful:'Eter- 
nity ,-' is- the :End and. Deſign of | this 
Diſcourſe ,- by | perſuading you.:carefully 
to- make«-aſe of the few: \FEMAININg: MO» 
ments allotted to you, -'to tay. them. all 
out "th the utmoſt of. your power, is 


bring- 


wind 


«& ba. "$0. +200 ar PE EIT 
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th 


the | infinite Mercy - of , God. on your 


ſhort:, -but- ſincere Endeavours, may 


be i done away ;- and the patient, and 


bumble. Reſtgaacion- of-. your. Bodies ;to - 


the Sufferings you have delerved:, be 


accepted in Chriſt Jeſus, and tend to - 
the;:Salvation,of- your 'Souls: KRepent ye - 
herefore, © and be converted. y- that-. your ſins 


may. 'be' blotted ont: - 
fa-Diſcourſing on- which Words; I ſhall 


lp) proceed with caution; purſue ghe beſt 


diſtreſs'd Circumſtances, appears malt 


this 3:5 (fr; 


ſelves in this: your. great and- laſt. .Con- 
eern ,* 25 tothe nature, or degree. .of..that 
Repentance which God: requires..in order 
to eternal. Salvation, I ſhall in the | 


bringing, ia forcing your ſelves to Re- 


pentance>3"-that: your-paſt, Offences,, by. 


(as: [have a great deal of. reaſon.now.to - 
and ſafeſt-merhod,; and that; which in your | 


profirable: for you;. and chat, 1 chiok, , 


aft... Place. 


” iſt. Place' endeavour to:deteR and: lay 
"open to you, the many Ertors and Miſtakes 
men uſaally run into -in'relation to- this 
Duty : And to every: one” of +: theſe [ 
ſhall add an' Application very ſuitable for 
you-to lay to Heart, © a hd 27, 


2dly. I ſhall in plain and expreſs 
terms ſhew you: what the «Duty of 'Re- 
entance is, to which ſo wvalnable a 
Bleſling as Forgivenels of Sins is annex'd ; 
"and an infinite, unvaluable Blefling *twould 
be: to you , - becauſe without it you! muſt 
in a very 'kittletime become Everlaſtingly 
Miſerable. 'Qtf- thele- in "the corder | pro- 


And the firſt Error I ſhall take:.mo- 
tice of , is not properly concerning 
the Nature, but the Original-of Repen- 
rance ; *from whence; or. from: whom 
it comes, ” but yer an” Error: of a. very 
pernicious - conſequence, per my 


For 


} 


\ 
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. For. moſh, People; at;ilea the Actions 
of; moſt;;; luppole- Repeiitance. to be 


purely. and. perfealy- in their own-power, 


and... that they. may. begin it /when they 
pleaſe ;.'and therefore though: it.' is daily 
offered, unto thera . by.. Almifhty - God, 
and: preſs'd .on their Conſciences: by the 
good. Motions. of. his . Haly Spiriz ,. yet 
they every day refule its; and (go on in 
gratifying; their :Lyſs aud. evil: AdkRions,. 

and .. delay: their -Repentance; from Jayites , 
day 5 becauſe they-think that | while Life: 


2 F o * 
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laſts, they mayi:take (ig: up when. they: 
Plaafes 414: - —RTE} 


Bur all this is downright deluſt- 
on.,; and. a wilfyl miſapprehenſion - of 


_ things of. the greateſt moment ; for:fure: 
+ enough | it- is,.,,thar Repencance!. is nat 
F 19,04 - 0Wn-. power , but is: merely :a- 
 Gife, of: God:;; and; ſuch a Gift as may... 


and. is ofien- forfeited: by an ungratetul 


rejecting and refuſal of: itz] and Gidi/ is 


the God of them: that Repent , nor 
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only becauſe he offers it to us , but be- 


caule . 'withont-* - his Grace - we *cannot 
effet- it, We ;"have ever ſince "the 
Fall a backwardneſs in our Nature to -a}l 


Good ; and a readineſs to all Evil; 


and without- the- imimediate Afiſtance-of 
Heaven ; We can never ceaſe from that evil, 
or - learn. to- do that good; we can do 'nothi 

of our ſelves , "tis - God alone that enables us 
beth to will and to'do © His Grace indeed is 
ſufficient for all things 3 biit-if we abuſe that- 
Grace , 'it: may -be=taken from” ns,” and- 
never offer'd ' to us again ; for there is 
abundance + of truth -in'-chat -known and 
ancienc ſaying ( which ſo nearly con-. 


-cerns you), "That though Repentance be 


never too late before God when it is 
rrue , yet-it ſeldom happens to be true” 
when it is fo-yery flow-and late; and 
that God who has promiſed Pardon to 
the Penitent', - has .no where promiſed 
the Grace - of Repentance to thoſe 'thar 
continually turn their backs upon it, and 


wilfully -.negle&t che -Opportunities-of -it, 


| This 
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This 'part of my Diſcourſe then, is to 
beg 'you' ſeriouſly to refle& on the faral 
Exigences- you are now involv'd in, by fo 
long, and ſo ungratefully refifting the Grace 
-of God; which, withour that reſiſtance, 
would have led you to Repentance; and 
to loſe no part' of your ſhort tinne, $ut- to 
*ry alond for that *Repentance, and ſpare not ; 
and do not expect cheaply to get that 
which you have {o' much undervalued 
'and defpiled ; bat - retur'4nto the Lord your 
'God with wninternupted weeping”, and faftmy, 
nd monrning ; "and rent "your hearts; and thn 
unto him with ll your Hearts 5 and who; knows 
"But "he "too. "ill then 'veturn' "and repent ;"'uhd 
get 'ponr. down "the 'bleſſmg of © converſion” mpon 
yon? , EY 


Buc' 2dly. The' next igrear Error that 
T' ſhall mention'' is, © when” we: take? 4 
-part-6f the Duty, / and /a very: (mall ipare 
tov, for 'the whole 2: 'Fhis +mott men 
'reſolve 'ro believe it conſiſts in. x bare 
Sorrow and Remorle for Sin. But::how 
SHO C widely 


__. o 


<p_=_> 


| 2 Serveon-Preackid-lefove: 
_ widely does he miſtake the true nature 
of. Repentance, that thinks. ic only . Grief 
and a felf-reprehenfon- 'for, haviag. done 
ſomewhat amiſs + How uvjultly, and with- 
our equity does he confine and impriſon 
i: 2: For if this were Repentance, we: need 
- not perſuade. men -to- ity}. 'tis.. tmpotjble 
for. them [ro forbear ic, and-there: would 
always be juſt. as many, Penitents as 
Sinners. . +. 


..---Por Actual Sin-is: ſuch . a- ſhock and 
force on. right Reaſon, ſuch. a. contra- 
dition to that inward ſtanding Principle 
of Conſcience, which. Almighty, God, .has 
 Mercifully implanted, 4n .\the | breaſt . of 
- every Man; that-as nothing. but want. of 
due conſideration can be the. parenc, of 
wickedneſs, or put us upon doing it ; 
'{6* on the leaſt» refletion- afterwards, 
eſpecially when our Sins have; taken ſuch 
hold: upon - us, - that | they have conſign'd 
- us! oyer-'to Puniſhment, we mult ſenhibly 
know , - that "tis an evil- and a- bitter thing to 
depart from the living. God, We muſt of 


courſe, 
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courſe , and with-grief wiſh our Sins un- 


committed, AS naturally 2s the Mad-man 
does dillike the ſad effects - of his de- 


ſtruftive fury when - his fit of Frenzy is 


' over, and the ſober interyal come. 


And therefore: now when you -are juſt. 


a going to reap 'the fruit of, your paſt 
Iniquicies,. when -che allurements.of thoſe 
Wickedneſfles , :that brought you: hither , 
have loſt their Charms, -and you ſee them 
as they are in themſelves, and not under 
their: former deceicful appearances, -when 
the World and-alli things nic has; thus 


diſcarded: and fluog you off ; 'tis- ng. cwon-- 
der: that in _this caſe. you' ſhould-retire- 
into your - ſelves, and caſt a: Melancholy 
look both backwards, and forwards ; 


backwards on - the; Actions of. .your -paſt 


Life.; and. forward on your future Ecernal- 


condition, depending on thoſe Ations:; 
and - with- grief - and ſorrow , nay . with 


bitter. fighs and. tears ,- refle& on. } whac 


you . have done. amiſs, and. where ;you: 


have dealt Wickedly ;. for .this is :as na- 


C4 tural 


— 
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v—_ av 2ſe5ins ms Storms” ih” Winter , 
ad; wirhouc a frozen: 'benumnyd!. _ 
fa&bion;' *cis oa ages i hould- ESR 


wile. 


What judgment chew-of a future con- 
ditibrt ears here be given'z Who! in ſack: 
Circumſtances ( befide God 'himſelf) can 
ſeparate or eiſtjoguifh the 'a&ts of ' fincere 
Repenrance';, "from -the:. naturaÞ' thorror 
amd anguiſh: that does ariſe from! Sin? 
Who can 'fay this is: Divine, this' Human ? 
Fhis' proceeds from a-due ſenfe' of Sin , 
and! ingracitude 2079; Merciful God, ' a 
Compaitionare Redeemer,. 'a Bleffed Sandti- 
fer, and not from che-ſervile fear of aps 
proaching were 


God knows i woknds: my: On Spivis 
within. me, to ſpeak' theſe things 'to- you , 
but "tis for your Salvation that "this 'F 
ſpeak); and therefore pur not roo: grear' a 
"confidence in in- your preſent forrow , do- 
net too- ſpeedily call 'ic a fign or effect 
of Repemtance,, - but try your ſelves. to 

the 


_ Ou - 
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ſelves to* chis frame of mind , that-.you 
would noc only grieve, ( which is nothing 
elſe bur Paſſion ) but be allo active and 
willing to do any thing to gain your 
God;. and that you would rather dye for 
your fins, than live-in them. But Thirdly, 


\olThe: amr.” Miſlake which ab ſhalt ab» 


ſerve 40 yow;;: lies in "this 1 If to our 


griefmand':forrow. for fin,.. we-/add: Pro: 


miles of avoiding it;  aad jro thele join 
Reſolutions of obedience for rhe future ,. 


chen we are ſure we arergor/into-the: very: 


heart.and center of Repentance,' and that all 


the Benefirs belonging-ro it, cannot, -with- 


out much wrong , or injury , be denied 
as; but alas !! che wrong is not done to: 
the Man, \but to the Vercue, if we allagn- 


i no larger a- ſphere to. a& in. 


If indeed we leave Sin before ctemptation;. 
andthe opportunity ot: Sinning has Jeft us 3. 


if we depart from Injquity -before- ig 


che utmoſt ; 'and refolve :16: bring -your 


brings us to puniſhment, and Chrifiony 


fence: 
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fence our ſelves againſt: it, by Vows and 
Promiſes, by Reſolutions  and- Ingage- 
ments 'to the contrary, - this, I: confeſs , 
looks as if we were in earneſt with God 
and our own Souls ; but yet even here, 'tis 
time only can tell us whether we are fo 
or no : For- as relojute. as we appear 
now, our old Sins may in a little while 
get the dominion over us :' Tistrue,' God, 
who is the ſearcher of hearts , and the trier of the 
reins, and who ſees all-things at onee,: which 
Men by degrees draw - out-iinto ation. ; 
knows on what motive we go, -at-the ye- 


Ty moment 'we-reſalve, and the ſtrength 


.or weakneſs' of our Reſolutions ; but-*ris 
Time only can ſhew us to out ſelves. 


Hence the Promiſes: that are made when 
the fear of the Grave is upon us, - and the 
ighteous Tribunal. almoſt in -our view, 


_ are juſtly liable to ſuſpicion, and ſeldom 


laſt longer than the Occaſion: of them ;. 
and” nothing -is- more: ordinary ,;. than to 
ſee the moſt Profligate Sinner, when un- 
der the .apprehenſ10n of Death, very ſor- 
rowful 


4 


the Condemn d Criminals, &C. 


| rowful for his paſt Sins, and makiog the 


bighelt Proceltacions, That if God: would 
buc. ſpare him, he. would. become-a-new 
Creature, and .yet to think that all who 
do this, go. to. Heaven, is certainly an 


Opinion, the moſt deſtructive. tro Prafical 


Chriſtianity that can poſlibly be invented. 


I. doubt not, but you who have: been 
fo.very. ſollicicous-to urge your Friends.to 
anediate. for your. Pardons,, have ſome- 
times applied-your-ſelves to.God, though, 
I'm afraid , not with, the ſame feryour 
and concern ;.,and, L. believe ,. you have 
made many. Vows.of a. better life, if life 
had been lengthen'd to you, but the date 
of that is almoſt run our; and therefore 
here you - may behold the imminent dan- 
ger. of your Condition, ' in. the impollibility 
that lies. on you to..know. or try. the f{1h- 
cerity of your hearts in the. performance 


of this part of Repentance. ( for-a part of 


Repentance I allow it to be).. You: may 
indeed make Reſolutions, but you. have 
got time to prove your {elyes. as to, the 


keeping, 


5s 
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ain of them ; withour which, ll 
Relolution is nothing but Fallacy and 
Deceit; nay, without queſtion, your own 
Hearts can dictate terrible 'things ro yon 
on this account. Have not many of yon 
made former Reſolutions as ftrongly , to 
' appearance, as yon can do now? and yet 
ou have broke them ; and *twas the 
Genach of them that brought you hither : 
Believe not then your own {elves too 
mach ; 'truſt not your Hearts, too apt to 
be deceived, and which have-aRually de- 
ceiy'd' you heretofore in this very matter, 
bur do every 'thing that -ſhall be advis'd 
you, to take of all ſulpicion- | 
Freely give God the Glory, hd if 
cribe 'your Detection 'and Puniſhment to 
the Eye- of his Juftice : Sincerely ' rake 
ſhame to your ſelves, and candidly 1ay 
the- cauſe of | your Ruin at your own 
door ; make no 'rrivial Excuſes, alledge 
wy 'Prerences , . and leave not” the” Teaft 
our Coniſciences; diſcharge them 
eo © the fro and without any reſerve, 
do 
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doall the whole little. you can toward,.ma- 
king :your peace with 'Heaven.,, and. then 
you may the bercer believe your lelves,..an« 

in your Circumſtances, have the beſt tea- 


ſon! to believe. your God in. his abundant 


Mercy».1may: accept - of- thoſe - Reſoluti- 
ons you \uafeiggedly make ,, inſtead .. of 
thaſe Actions*you: haye not..time to. per- 


form. 6 


And you. will {QOMediately » .and. wich- 


out any. artifice"or ; diſguiſe, cloſe. with 


this Advice, if. attentiye , io; the Sacord 
General now to be diſcours'd on ; which 
is.in plain. and -expreſs. terms :to.iſhew;. you 
what the; Duty of Repratance+ ts, ,c0. whigh 
fa valuable..a Bleſling,as Forgivenels of 
Sins.is . annextar @nd.an infinite,, unvalua- 
ble! Bleſſing, Jewould be to..yop  becaulc 
without, it-yon mult, :;in,;a4,vexy ſhort. cime 
become everlaſtingly. miſerable... .z 1... 


.:-And here, .not. to--raile ;falle. Schemes, 
the -product of. Preſumprtion,.aqc 
Hopes, let. us  go;-:to the 


,gdeceicful 


Law , and the 
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Piphets to Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and | 
there we ſhall be ſure to _ _ true 


Repenrance 3 is. 


When the wicked man an away 0 fond 
his wickedneſs ' that be bath committed , and 
dies that which is lawfub -and- right ; he hall 


ſave bis ſod alive', ſays the: Propher, Exek: 
US. 27. 


"He that coveverh- bis ' fins! fhialt-not proſper ; 


but | be that confiſſes an} forſakes them, ſhall 
have mercy, fays the fan Prov. 28, F3. 
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Bring forth frults meet; for bepninin, ſays 
the Fw Fant of 'Chiift fo how: z-V. wy 
Ehrift himſelf ,” Evgry tres that bringeth nat 
forth gpod frait, is bewn t6wn+;\ and*. caſt * ato 
the fire ,, Macth. >. 1919)" '92:12}þ: which 
agrees his Apoſtle 'in'"'the Pexr., 1:Repenr, 
and be converted, that- your” ſms may. be blotted 
out. . So that to turn away from ſin, to fore 


fake it, tor bring forth fruits meer for repen- 


rante, ro repent, and be converted, are-equi- 


valent- Terms, and mean +he- lame thing 
In 
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in » cho ſtyles; of the Hoh Scriptures: And the 
reaſon that God himſelf, Becks 18, 28. gives 
for his pardoning a Sinner, i is not becaule he 
grieves, or reſolves, but becauſe he conſiders, 
(that-is, upon marture-deliberation') turns 


_ fon the rranſgreſſu tons that he has chmieced. 


From all which pincks ( and a mil 
cude of others ro the ſame purpoſe) it 
will inevitably follow;' That Repentance is 
che folid- change; of 'our-Life'; 'not '#/ Re- | 
cantation in words''or Tears only; but a 
practical recracting our former evit ways, 
a' leaving card: folalting "our erade', 'and 
cowrle--of finning);'' and" living righreon/ly; 
ſobeely; ani "godly ni this'prefent world: Re- 
penrance /is' properly an'thabie, not's few 
doleful withes-of aides Aoje'd from 
as by the 'mminent daiiger- ont Sins have 
meritoriouſly plung'd us in." | 


" For: when: our Jniquitizs), by'a: lin ai 
"ay are: become familiar to ns $ ah? 
adopted into- our -vety* "Temper ' when 
we mw for a long'"time” given up our 
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| ſelves into- the full and. intire,poflefiion of 
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them , and ated! them: With a bb manner 
of-greedine(s; tis unreaſonablenta ſuppale 
they .can. be conquer'd byia- few  lingle 


Acts, or. fearful | Relolutions. of the. mind ; 


we may. as\ well: believe our.:lelves capa- 
ble of apprehending the moſt intricate, 
of ' doing the moſt: difficult -things-.at firſt 
fight ;.,we may;:an as good grounds expect 
to. remave-.aj Chipnical ,;Diſtemper,: and 
rear, up all, the Seed$:ot lit, with: dne-Dole 
of - Phylick; or; iat:,onee to change the 
frame and turn of -our Bodies, grown-up 
with us, to -move: ſwitcly jand regularly. 
backward, -Or {1Pth;A: [ydden-:to ales any 
other ſerled ſate-or. poſture\:we have. been 
accuſtoma,d to../fxom:; our-lafancy ,.as: to 
think our felves:with :carpleſs ſpeed; ,; and, 
eale, able 16, break:dowmthe-frorg-holds 
of Sin , or looſe: thole.. perplext cords. of 
Wickedneſs ſo often thrown about us. 
No, . this muſt be; the. effet of: niuch&0n- 
ecxn and thoughthylnefs-;:-06-1great ſtrug- 
hng .and- contending, of:-feryent Brayers, 
and repeated. Petitionsr:to the-Throne of 


C Grace, 


: © thaonlets d Griminal, &e. 


fine; , and - we ny” exert -the' whole 


force and power: of; our - Souls ,; before 


we can:any: way. hope..to accompliſh -ic. 


And therefore no miſtake | has drawn- a 
longer train of Evils with it, or produc'd 
more unhappy conſequences. ro the Souls 
.of men, than the common Opinion thac 


polſciſ=s> moſt Chriſtians ,- and perſuades 


them that Repentance is a {uddea_and 
momentary Aft, which begins and-is per- 
fected, 0n-theiMind ig-an inſtant-; HA 
weakens! every :zArgument for a. Good li 
and makes people leave allchings of the ocher 
'World, to the laſt ;periods at their. abodean 
*this, [and thenhey uſually.call for palpkens 
ask, What they ſhall di tobe Javed? , ©, When in 
< their own Conlciences they ;know hey 
<, can do; ſcarce-any:thing at;allz,.andich 
*5 muſt One come, - arid as they callIr, ſock 
© Comfortably} to them ; thas.,is.,. Ad 
© niſter a litele. Divinity StupefaRtion,; which 
& like the intoxicating Potion, given to.the 
& Jew! 7Malefactors, -will reader them..in- 
« ſenſible of their approaching Execyziog, 


& Sand of. the Wrath.thatis to Come. Whereas 
there- 


- a EA 2 % 


22 2A Sermon. Prearbid before. 


» 


"there is not the leaſt *ground for this 
fancy in *Holy "Scripture, ” but the direct 
contrary is - there-' afferted/ to us. The 
Query here'is not, Whether on'a ſudden 
or at the laſt hour, God can convert, 
or turn a Sinner from: the evil of | his ways ; , 
no doubt he can do that as eaſily as Create 
him at firſt; as we may ſce in the Quick 
Converſion of 'St. Paul ,- and Speedy Re- 
pentance of Se. Peter ('whoſe Sin! was 
*Unpremeditared” and of lirthe' continu- 
ance, and therefore 'was | the ſooner a- 
'ton'd- for: But the main--Queſtion is, 
"Whether this is the' ordinary ' method. of 
God'in bringing'us-ito: Heaven 2 :and - char 
it is not, the whole \ſtream and inrrinfick 
deſign of the Golpel- ſufficiently: declares. 
And methinks nothing/:ean- more plainly 
demonſtrate 'this ;* than. the -confideration 
-of what our Saviour ' lays down 'in the 
Fourth of Se. Mark at the'26th, 27th, and 
28th Verſes, 2s 4 manifeſt deſcription of 
the uſual Operation of the Bleſſed Spitir 
of” God- on. the Souls of men';* Aidibe”ſaid, 
So is the Kingdom of God; as if a man ſhould 


caſt 
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caſt: feed into ' the: igyound , . and ſhould ſletp , 
aud: rife night and day ,-and the © ſerd-fhould 


ſpring and grow"up he knows not how-;" for 
the earth »bringeth forth! fruit of ber ſelf ; firſt: 
the blade, then the ear , after that the full: 


corn in the ear, and then cometh the harveſt. 


Where evident it. is, That our Conver- 
fron from Sin to Holineſs, our progreſs. 


from Vice to Vertue, is no haſty head- 


long ' courſe, but a. deliberate regular: 


journey, :paſling from one ſtage to another, 


till. we become perfet} "men in Chriſt: Jeſus; 


.\' The growth. of- our Mind in 'Goodaeſs;. 


is hke:that of: the Body 1n.*Stature; pers 


ceptible! at firſt» ro thoſe | thac 'daily look. 


on,  but- in  a'lictle/ time: apparent: co. all: 


_ ..-. Our Saviour gives us the Knowledge of: 
his' ways, and Grace to walk in chem. 


he fowes the ſeed of his Word in our 
Hearts (the proper* Soil for it) and then- 


leaves it: tro our management, as the 


Husbandman does his Seed to the Ground;: 


and if there be no-defe&in the. Soil, if we 


permit. 
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_ permit the good:Word»to-frx1n-our Hearts, 
and add:\our. Care, and i[nduſtry: to: the 
Dews-:ahdi-Showers of the: Holy: Spiric, 
and the 'Warmth. and 'Influences:.of Hea- 
ven, it will then take root: downward : and 
bear fruit upward ,. it will- proceed from 
one degree to another 5 till the Crop 
kindly comes to full ripenels and per- 
fcCtion. CHO» 46 15 | 


And therefore Chriſtianity is often com- 
pared to a Walk,-to denote Steadineſs and. 
a conſtant gradual Progreſs; and ſome- 
times:co'Runnings Fighting,: and; Striving, 
to. urge our ':Zealyiand + Fervouriin the 
Chriſtian.'-Courle ;> bur: 1c: never. ſuppoſes 
unnatural Starts, a:violenc Tranſition , or 
a precipitate Turn from one thing to 
anocher; ,, but Conviction always: goes. be- 
fore Converſion; and is followed: by a 
regular proceedure from ſtrength to flrength, 
from grace to.,grace ,. -till in due time' we come 
tothez © meaſure of . the ſtature of. the fulneſs 
of Chriſt: * And we. have | no inſtance ,'l 
think, in the whole Scripture to: the con» 
] _ trary, 


* ANCTECIERS: 9+ An 


; d Orinzinels, KC. 


ESE ts rn, noo, Sor of awns 8 


25 


TOO WER 


crary, unleſs you ou imagine that of Sr. Paul 


to; 'be one, .who, as. himſelf affirms, found 


mercy becau| be e-ſon'd through ignorance : Ot 


the\. Thief, on -. the Croſs, who is ſup- 

poſed by ll. jg cloſe with Chriſt at*his 
Fi Call, and own him - for his Saviour, 
when. he ſaw, him under the ſame Con: 
demaation with himſelf, and derided or 
deſerted by. every one. beſi de, even by 
his own./ Apoſtles... Neither of which is 
any thing near, but. very ſadly different 
from your; Cale, who have reliſted a 
Thouſand, of his Calls, , and known and 
own'd bign.j in: Winds, »o ff, in your, works de» 


And now upon a ſhort review 'of 
what has been, ſfaid,r, we muſt : Firſt aſl, 
Thar \Repentance , 3, not- in otlt © -6w 
Power, "90. is Eg: tl 
ma be forfeite y an ungrat Ho E 
” or refuſal of it; And, þ 25 of 
he offer'd this Gift, to every Meade 
And. how. unkindly: have. 5ou 'Ve Fuſe 
How then can you peſt  agaiti e, Or 


from Gad*; .wbic | 
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ſhould ke. out of his mnpearied pity , 


 ERCE MOTC,. IN 'rhis needfuF 'rime 'of tron- 


ble, youchſafe to flrech it” out 6 your, 
How ſhould you with wonder and afto- 
niſhmeat at his Mercy lay hold on ir? 
And therefore whatever 'goood Motions 
of Reſticurion, Confeſſion, of giving God 
the Glory, or rakirig Shame on your 
ſelves; whatever. 'Motions' of - this - kind 
deſcend into your Hearts, Rifle them nok, 
as you-havet too, lohp p zerficietlly done, bur 
receive them with Srarirade, follow their 
guidance exadtly.,. and Took upon' them 
as the [aſt trial, the-urmoſt "efSit of" tHe 
Bleſſed Spirit for your ah ang and. 


Salvation-. 


"Secondly, We i Fai 
tance 1s, Ore "thari' a © bare "Sorrow 'for- 


- Sn; for *cis often 2 rgeer” nithral” effect. 


of. Miſery. to: make men” et” go! efery 
falſe hold, lay down their Bride > drop: 
their: Seautity, and with, Fear 2 -2& Fremb- 
ling, come to a: knowledge of chemſelves, 
and. there may be lire or/no Religion in- 
all: 
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all this;' and-therefore af any "of you. gre 
without this L_ = owe mark , of 
Penitence., itis et of Stu FY 
_ and ler me with CONE tell wad, —- 
a careleſs deportment in yaur Conditian, 
awpucs' a tiff Neck, an hard--Heart,, « 
ſear'd:\Conſoience, inſtal ble: of: —__ 
ang poo, ceo of Mercy.” 1 


_ ? Thiedly, We moſt. be fore'd its; ayer, 
That {even Vows - and : Reſolutions*-are 
only the beginnings ;of Rapentance, :and 
if not fincere, are not ſo much as that; 
for our Saviour came not to fright us in- 
to good Reldlutions;,. .but.go cariviace us 
of: the happinels , <akery, and necellity:.of 
Googne(s ,':phe; accelicy; of Þeginving it 
_ leſt we have;aot- time}te-periadt 
it; andhere therefore I :mn{& ;once wore 
bk. er you of the Injury you 1bave dope 
your felves ; -you :have cut: off all | paſſi- 
bility. of knowing whether your Reſolv- 
tions ' ave fincere. er.)no:; nothing! \{aue 
time '( ordinarily dpetking') can; ſhew 
that to any one bur" (God; 'and- 3aur 
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own time; Sas thread 'of your: life, you 
have -abruptly'' broke + aſuinder by 'the 


_ weight /and* violent courſe 'of your! Sins 


and -rherefore not” only reſolve, but faith 


| fully do every: thing to. unweave the 


web: of- your: Iniquiries, | to- 'appeaſe and 
reconcile; your - Telyes to your. Offended 
Maker , ingenuouf]y-* inquire |: What [you 
ſhall do to be ſav: ? and carefully fol- 
low: Inftrudion , and:-thitlk nothing 
hard ;, © that 'is macturely; advisd; you [to - 
approve the fincerity. of: wrt Refolu- 
tions. i api 


Fourchly: ad Laftly:i: We: Aire -CONr 
clude - that Repentance | (-cthe: Condition 
of | Eternal-Salvarion }- is properly ſpeak- 
ing , the ſolid change. of our Life, -not 
a /Recantation: in Words, or: Tears, or 
Wiſhes only, but a practical retracting 
_ One Evil Ways, and living -righ- 

1ſoberly- and godly- in this. preſent 

ke: 7 and [if :{o.+ (as without all: perad- 
venture fo 'it is') to what''a miſerable 
uncertainty of Salvation are you therr re- 
| duc'd; 


«& - 
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duc'd ? for how can you be. ſaid to live 
a good Life, when you are - juſt a dy- 
ing 2. How can you- be ſaid:-to finith 
your Chriftian Courſe, when you: haye 
ſcarce time. to. begin ic > You: left not 
Sin, bur; Sin+ has left you (if it has 
indeed. left 'you );; for your Evil Deſires 
(as far as we: can judge ) are not -al- 
ter'd, or .chang'd for the better; but- are 
conly ,beart.down:, and ftunn'd art the! ap- 
proaching ſight:of Death ; you: cannot give 


any convincing: Proof of your Enwity; 20: 


Sin , or Obedience to. God; you. can/on- 


by wiſh you had obey'd-; and; /tis, not. 


good Wiſhes, bur good Attions, thar muſt 


carry us to Heaven : God forbid T, ſhould: 


exclude .you thence ; and: God forbid but 
I ſhould tell you, That 'tis no eafie_mat- 
ter, under your Circumſtances, co get thi- 
_ ther3' the Way is narrow, and you have 
made ir narrower by your Tran'greſſions; 
"the Gate /is ſtraic, and. you have made 
ie. ſrairer;z, nay: ;almoſt clos'd:, it up | by 
the multitude . of -| your - Offences, and 
Your obſtinate continuance in - them: 


And: 


—— 
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'of that is, your [Body to00.muſt ſhare 


And therefore feek diligendy , | hs, ia 


rronanly , and; knook without ceaſing, 
tic may be opened' mnto-ywu; [do 


n16t- two much fear Deſpair, bur Hear 


Preſurnption', and groundleſs Hopes af 
Future Happineſs ; willingly. retain [Soc- 
zow -and Anguiſh wich 'you ; »they. are 
the moft decent Company- for 'you to 
-appear in; 'will do moſt good on: others, 
and fooncr 'tead you to' Heaven, than 
the: bold-miſtaken Pretenees of Peace and 
vAſſiirance : Exerciſe -ewery At of Hu- 
-miliation. Be always ' converſant with 
-your'/God , :and always medicating on 
«the -odtouſneſs of Sin , and the" Suffgr- 
5ngs 'of your Saviour for it. | Loſe: no 


+part -of the ſhort time allow'd you :to 


-prepare for Eternity. 


Gratify no ſuperfluous Bodily-\Deftre:, 
though never ſo innocent; eat the Bread, 
drink 'the Water: of AfﬀiQon 5 wholly 
regard your *berter , your :Immortal:-!Part, 
'and remember iwhatever the: ' Condition 


in 


0 
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in it ; and therefore. ſpare- no pains, 
but- kneel , and; - weep, ,and-- read , and 


watch , and faſt, and" pray, and uſe 
your utmoſt endeavours , that you may 
not enter, iato Eternal Condemnation. 


T: HE: 
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T ben ſhall they cry unto the Lord, but 
' be will not beat them; be will even 
. bide his face from them at that time, 
as they bave bebavd themſelves ill 
7n-their domgs....'... 


5 
* 
Fr 


SY 
, F 


RUEL and hardhearted 

1 Man, ever moſt trea- 
cherous to himſelf, and 
willing to be deceiv'd 
in the greateſt Concern ; 
ES in order to it, would 
DB ' f4in alter the Eſtabliſh'd 
Nature and Courſe of things : Expe&t Hap- 


pineſs, though he lives wickedly ; he would 
F _ . * disjoin 
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disjoin what God has always put rogether ; 
Conſequences of ſinging. 


The word of God plaialy tells us, T hat 
the end of fin is: ſhame and deſtruftion, Phil. 3. 
19. And yet many never throughly believe 
this, till they are beyond queſtion con- 
vinc'd of the truth of it, till "tis evident- 
ly proy'd on 'themſelves ;\-and-even then 
others believe it as: little 2s. they. did. be- 


fore. 


Had: you that. are now ſtanding on the 
very brinks of Eternity,. ready to be ſwept 
into it by the ſtroke of. Juſtice; had you 
believ'd this ſad truth, by the Example of 
others, you might have died the” common 
death , and been. viſited - with the. viſitation of 
all men. You might, after much good 
done to your ſelves, and others, have 


| deſcended into the Grave in peace; - or 


would but many others. credit jt now on 
your account, they would not give a future 
Inſtance of it themſelves : But we almoſt 
always. fear: and dread too late : Thus a.. 

' timely: 


! 
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city xtional fear of God, and' his Jud 

ments, had ſurely prevented all the Evils 
that have befallen you,, when now you 
fear to dye, but know not how to avoid 
it ; you dread the day of Recompences, 
bur ſee it with full _ ani rowards 


you. 


And there is no doubt” bur: yon have 
us'd alt the Sollicication of Friends; and, 
t hope, have apply'd' your ſelves to God 
' with greater cariefinels than ever ; bur 
yer for all this, | in reſpe& of Temporal 
Judgment, there is no redreſs, no reme- 
dy, the negteed: Truth of the Textis how 
made good upon you. 


" Then" fhall they cry 'unto the Lord,” but he 
_ will not hear -them; he will even Sole his face 
from them at that time , as they have behaved 
themſelves il in their doings 


The fenſe' of - which” words 'is twe- 
fold , either' that ' of "the Old Teſtament , 
and chen i ic ſignifies the certainty of Tem- 

F 2 poral 


A Sermon: Preach'd' before 


poral Puniſhment ;: or that of the New ( as 
we find it all along alluding to-it)- and: 
then it means the Eternal Puniſhment due 
co Sinners for their obſtinate continuance 
in Sin , in- ſpight of all Warnings, all 
Admonitions to the contrary; and [ will 
treat of theſe two promiſcuouſly, and then 
ſeparate them by the Practical Application 
I ſhall make, firſt to You that: are by'the 
Goodneſs of God', and- your  Superiors. , 
metcifully. withheld from the - Puniſhment 
you have deſervd-+: And then-ſecondly, to 
You that are doom'd -to dye, that /you 
may behave your ſelves: ſo; - Fhat thongh 
your Temporal Calamity. be unavoidable, 
yet your God may not ſtill cover the Eye 
of his Mercy from you, or be deaf to 
your Requeſts” for- pity -on your. .poor 
Souls. | 


.And if we look into the Holy Scrip- 
rures, we ſhall find frequent mention 
of an. acceptable time, and-ot-a_ day of ' ſal- 
vation, which we are carneſtly;-advis'd on 
no account to let ſlip. | 
on. | Thus 
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Thus ſays David to God., P/al. 6g. 13: 


T. make my prayer unto thee in. an- acceptable 


time, And thus ſays God himſelf, Iſa; 49. 8. 
In an acceptable time T have heard thee, and 
in a day of ſalvation T have helped thee. And 
hence: «came that paſſionate wiſh in the 
1 8ch. verſe of the 48th. chap. O that thou 
hadſt hearkened to my commandments ! then had 
thy peace: been as a river, and thy righteouſneſs 
as the waves of the ſea. And that ſeaſon- 


able exhortation .in the 55th. chap. v. 6. 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call 


upon him while he is near ; and to ſhew its di- 


1e&- aſpedt on particular. Perſons, as well - 


as to a Nation in general; it -imme- 
diately follows, Let the wicked man forſake 


his ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 


and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have- mercy on -him, and. to our .God, for he will - 


abundantly pardon. | 


' Now this acceptable time , this ſeaſon: in 
which God may be found in Mercy ,. 1s 
very often in Scripture . oppoſed ..to ano- 


ther - 


ll tt 


"4 Sermon Preach'd before 


ther ſpace of time, in which ſome of 


the Children of Men ſhall not be accep- } 


ted, in which chey ſhall not be ſuccoured, 
at leaſt from the Temporal  Calamities 
they are under, though they never fo pl- 
teoufly intreat for ic, and in+ which God 
will not be found'of chem though they 
diligently ſeek him ; this the P/almiſt calls 
a time of the great' water-floods, in which 
.they ſhall not come near 'him; when 
.the overflowing of ' Sin and wrath as a 
.mighty ſtream and deep gulph ſhall in- 
terpoſe, and cut off. all communication 
of Mercy. between them and their God; 
thus again ſays God, Iſa. 1. 15. Though 
they call *T will not anſwer ; when you ſpread 
forth your hands I will bide mine eyes from 
you 5 and. when you make many Prayers 1 
will not hear; and the reaſon of this 
.cartiage of our Merciful God is moſt 
plainly and emphatically given in the 
Text, and is there ſet down as an 
act of juſt Retaliation. towards us. ; Then 
ſhall they cry unto the Lord, and he will. not 
hear them ; he will even hide his face from 

them 
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| them. at that time, as they have behaved them- 


ſelves ill in their doings: "That is, though 


God. may for ſome time. ſeem to be flack, 
as ſome Men count flackneſs, though 


for a. while he may ſeem to wink at the- 


repeated Wickedneſs of ungrateful Man- 


kind, and appear by his ſlowneſs to- 


Puniſh , as if he never deſigned it; yet 
this at laſt will be found a fad Jne"F 2 
and a time will come, in which he will. 
furely repay the deeds of the obſtinate. 
wicked Perſon on his own head, and: 
will then take. example by -him; and as 
he in the time of Sin ſhar his Eyes and 
closd his Ears to God, and would ' bave 
none of bis Counſel; ſo in the time of. 
Puniſhment God will do the fame to 
him. And 'rwill not be an ObjeRion | 
of any weight to/ tell us, that thele fore- 
cited places do not immediately relace to - 
us- Chriſtians, but concern the Temporal 
Calamity of- the Jews, and do denote that 
they had a time of Repentance-, . and 
rurning to- their God allow'd them, which - 
if laps'd. by their continuance in Sin, they. 

| T would : 
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would thereby forecloſe themſelves, and 
make the Sentence of their Calamity irre- 
verſible: I ſay, this will- be .no ſolution 
of the caſe in hand; -but rather a down- 
right denying. of the cruth ; for. we: know 
that all -things that relate ro the PraQtice 
of Holineſs, or the: Puniſhment of Sin , 
all chings af this kind: that were written 
aforetime, were. written for our :Example ; 
Tſrael after the Fleſh, was a Type of 1ſra-l 
after the Spirit ; that is, a Type of Chri- 
Rianity , -and: the Profeſſors thereof ; and 
their Canaan did. prefigure- thoſe Manſions 
of Reſt and Happineſs. prepar'd for. us 
above: And therefore whatſoever did keep 
them out. of that good Land, or cut 
them. oft from it, the ſame, proportiona- 
bly, will cut us off-from Heaven, . and 
caſt us into Hell; and - this very thing 
throughout the 3d. and 4th. Chapters to 
'the Hebrews, is all along urg'd ; the pa- 
rallel is exactly, and to a tittle carried on 
by the Apoſtle, and Inferences are conti- 
nually drawn from-thence; thus Unbelief 
or Diſobedience, ſays St. Paul, kept them 


In 
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then it follows, Let us (us Chriſtians) 


likewiſe fear , leſt - a promiſe being left - us of 
entring nite bis reſt, any of you - ſhould - ſeem. 
to ®come ſhort: of it. And) what | is. poihit- - 


blank to'-the- purpoſe-in hand , chap. | 4. 
v.''7. {gain be- limiteth a. certain - day; _ ſays 
my, To day if' you 'r-wilb: bear © bis- voice , 
hafden' not yoiir | beavts 5 'and then it follows 
v.11. :Tet'-4s- labour! therefore +0: enter--into 
that reſt, (he means ;Heaven,;; the reſting. 
Place of Chriſtians ) left any man fall. after 
the ſame example of diſobedience or unbeluf ; 
and 2-Cor; 6.-- 1," 2::he: quotes the very 
words of T/aiah,-and: direly- applies them 
to the-fareof Chriſtianity ;-We - then as 
Whrkers* together” with: him-,” beſetch: you- alſo, 
that ye" rbceive not the! grace of God -in\ vain; 
for be ſaith (ſpeaking 'of. God) 1 have heard 
' tbbe "ma time - accepted 5: and in the day: of 
ſalvation T have ſuccoured thee ; behold, now 
is the-accepted time ; behold, now is the day of 
ſalvation. '- So-then to Chriſtians" there i a 

| = time 


in the Wilderneſs, 'barr'd/' them out - of 
Canaait;” and made” God, - ſwear: in bis wrath, 
that: they ſhould: not” enter mto) his: reſt + And 


eo  — — 


_ 
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time of Satvatida);!; a Certain, Mites wer time, 
in which their-Repeatange: and ſincere .Enr 
deavours of | Obedience: ſhall. be accepted: 
and crown'd with.Succeſs ; -andthe oppolice 
to this muſt beſome: other portien\of-cime, 
in - which theſe bleſſed advanzages. ( being 
wilfully: overſlip'd); will net be ;again. ob- 
tained: Some. period: of ,this-natyre there 
muſt be even to Chriſtians, \ elſe the ApoRRle* s- 
compariſdn of the lumizeg: time,. .wanld nat 
hold good, and his, :laſk-eited words. would 
quite: Toſe cheir Emphaſis. and Deſign, Beþold, 

now is the: _ time; _ 301 is, the! 4a 
of ation. | qt META) $0 4 


Bur what a worn adbrocranae 
of" theſe limirs/ are; how far. this day. of /al; 
Vation\ reaches , ' and;wwhien evil, Hde,glos;d 
and ſhut'up- by che: apptoach- of . the. unac+ 
cepted ported \ ," is- hard: diſtinaly., to. de+ 
termine;,. and--D am -vety--willing\ now 
not to inquire:.into..it;;but will paſs on. 
wo the. practical Application. Golrgaegk, 


And- 1ſt; For: you that by. he Com- 
paſlion. 


— of God We ur FEW Wor 
Mercifully withdrawn - ns: 
py you NE a 3-6 a wi - Wh 
| © Rembthibet” and das TEA it 181 Your 
Mitid; Thut- You have tryed" unto the "Lord and 
be has heard ou ; be has not bid'bii fact from you 
at this time, though You have , behaved your 
felves fo” very ul LA Jour BY. towards 
him. \\. I 

Lay. MY SRATLA AO IG Or "y ; 
* Oviiſiiee your RANG x as MY oxdes 
'out of the fire ; and regard. not ſo mych 
your Bodies deliver from the: Grave , 

mos Souls po fy the Tak 
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Look nedfatly my on hs « Diigisj 700 
have eſcaped, -_ with Tears of Grarity > 
in your By, Lanta AP 6 The Pte, 

"4a E6rbeatance of your 
ts -yot' Fong, our by fo many kniquities; 
aftd rey irniot with Falfhiood” "and Perjury, 
but lerfuch Griciouguſige' k bly. lead you 
fo 4: 205mg dn ata 
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Youhave,. as the P/almiſt ſays, - been fooliſh 
people, plagu'd for your offence,, -and- becauſe af: 
your wickedneſs; you bave been faſt bound in miſery 
and. Tron : You have for :many days fats; in 
darkneſs.and the ſhadow of. death, aud been even 
hard at death's door... "Hh TE EENSCT ER 


Y 


- of 


And' you. have: cryed-unto the Eord'in-your 
trouble , and be has deliver'd you out of your- 
diſtreſs : be bas brought you out of darkneſs and 


the ſpgdow of, death,, and.brokeyaur bandeaſunger. 


' O'that you-would therefore praiſe theLoxd for this, 
his goodneſs, and declare ghe\ monders. that. be has: 
done for you: that you would offer unto bimithe, 
facrifice of thankſgiving, and tell. out his works. 
with gladnefs, . -. *. 10 Et ood 
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And to this plirpoſe, makea cargfal diſtin, 
Etion at this junure., between Nature.and: 
Grace; between Paſſian,and the.juſt-ſenſe of: 
your Duty cowards. God. : A. joytul Surprize,, 
a glad Aftonifhment, at your. Deliverance, 
may look agreeably well,and much like Graz. 

— titude,, 


'. the. Cmidennid Criminals, 8s. as 


ticude; may-throw you with extaſie on-your 
Knees, and make-you run over all your for- 
mer Reſalutions:;; repeat, and vow them all 


again 'to indulgent Heaven, and yet this 


may be nothing but the effect of that warmth 


of Admiration, which ſuch a ſudden turn in 


your Aﬀairs ;yvill- naturally. produce ;. and: 
which- without 'more. folid fuel will. ſoon. 


again-expires. 


.-AlV the Motions: of: \Wonder, and: Joy 
which ſeiz'd you at the firſt notice of your 
| Reprieve,* were Animal, and not Chriftian, 
(for: Nature will:exult;at the ,unexpeRted 
Prefer vation of. he [2 ſelf:) it Bur. L 3 would 
have- you--turn--them; all ;jnto., the., righe 
Channel ;* Rejoice..in- the.;Lord ;. fear his 
Juſtice ,-. and love and: adore: his. Infinite 
Mercy towards you,-.and improve;them. di: 
rectly to be End: jntended. - £4; 


5 And-you;willdo ſo,. if-you make this 4a 
of Grace a new. life to.your, Squls, .as well 
as Bodies if with a juſt abhorrence of your 


ſelves; -and;a deſign for-the futuze. to retract 
ref | them, : 


— 
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chew: you deliberately conſider what were 
the begitnings of Wickedneſs,/and by what 
progrels you arrivd*t6thar heighth of Ini- 
.quity , that the Earth was: ona able any 
oper to-bear youe / 545 | 
TNA 40 
And if any of ey are : wwazDs enwor: 
thy to ſtay-in the Land of y6w:Nativity, 
carry not your old Crimes to ''New! Qh- 
mates, for God can find you out there, and 
puniſh youfor your repeated arg Mercy. 
T1 T7 
Have always then 4 1n your minds the bit! 
ter Fruits'of Sin ;*the ſervile ear,-/Shaoid) 
and meannefs of Spitic” ir! betrays its Vors 
ries to ;- and the Temporal and” Eternal 
Ruin that without Reperitance Will at length 
accoinpany it ; "and Fear, and forbear,” and do 
Mo more fo Withedly, © 'And/fince'yoi havee: 
ceiv'd ſuch miſerable Uſage from” Vice, 
with a juſt diſdain forſake its Service, and 
for the future zealouſly ingage for Fer- 
tue,' ainſt which; thtr#3 ENT NES 
1 3s WT i 45 :291bodk? ern 
_ Call to mind the 1 Profelion of your 
Chri- 
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b Gidicbity , the Grace of God.) that heaps 
Tot Wrath and Miſery on our heads, but 

\ brings ſalvation; teaching us, that denying un» 

_ Lodlineſs', and: worldly: luſts', we ſhould live 
righteouſly , | ſaberly. and godly in this preſent 
world, ': Looking for that | blefſed hope, and” the 
glorious appearing» of ''the great God,, and- our 
Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf. for us; 
that. he might - redeem us- from all "iniquity, and. 
purify to,:bimſelf. a peculiar. people | zealous: of 
Load. kark 10151064 bike | 615114335 11302 


The negled of this:Lefſoa bas-coft>you: 1 
dears and. the-practifing ofic-for thetitte £6: | [ 
come,. is:the:only-trueReturn'you car mike. | Þ 
to. that: Merciful Gody' who. has deliver'd5oar- 
Souls. from death; your: Eyes from tears, and-now- 
offers his.Grace-for the! future, Yokep your: 
Feet: from falling. Let the-time paſt» of *yburr"if® 
therefore: [uffice to. have wrought the tuſts of your- 
fleſh; when you walkt according: to the" conrſe' off 
; this world,according to the Prince of the power of the- 
air, the: ſpirit that' worketh in the children of difobe» 
dience ; for your Prayers are heard; and more” - 
days added .to:yaurLife, that-you ſhould no longer” - 
Dit live- | Þ 


et. All. 
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live the reſt. of your time. to the.luſts of men, -but 
to-the will of God. b4 bas jet 


. There 4is mercy. with God, ſays the Pſalmiſt, 
that be may be feared; to be drawn by the cords 
of a man, to be wan to our Duty, and melt- 
ed down by |loving-kindneſs, is what an 
ingenuous Temper -can, hardly withſtand ; 
bur to continue in fan, becauſe :grace has abounded, 
is the mark of. a baſe, .abje&t Nature, fic for 
nothing but ruin ; and therefore ſhould you 
( forgetful .of the Goodneſs extended to- 
wards. you ) abandon-your preſent Safety, 
xeturn. to. your old [Sins;, and. by them-be 
brought into the :ſame.condemnation again; 
your Behaviour, though never ſo dejeted, 
and full of ſubmiſſion, -will not be believ'd, 
will ; moye , no. pity, : will. procure no 
commiſcration ,- becauſe. of. your. renew'd: 
Falſe and perfidious dealings with God, and 


your own-Souls. 


And now 1 ſhall come tothelafi admch 
deplorable Portion of my Diſcourſe, to ſpeak 
particularly to you that are doom'd to dye, 
we | and 


Calamity be” unavoidable, :yet your God 
may not till cover the Eye of his Mercy from 
you, or be'deaf to your Requeſts for pity on 
. your poor Souls. | 1 y. 


And truly, 1 confeſs, Iſcarceknow where 
«to begin, or how ro find out words mourn- 
ful enotigh for your Condition, 1 am ſure-if 
you look ifirs/ Yourgwn Conlciences, every 
one of you can ſay, T well remember the time 
When thou, O God, waft near unto me by thy 
| Grace," and the 200d Motcons of | thy Spirit, "that 
Bleffed Spire which” whildhavebeona/lomp unto 
my feet, and a lanthorn unto'my. path,” if 4 had not 
mngratefully tarned my back upon it. Bur nor os 
2pgravate that which is too heavy of ac telf, 
or fruitlefly lamenr, bur compadiionately'ts 
help you to regainche Aﬀfiftance of thac Biel 
ſed Spirir, ſo needful for you in Four preſent 
Circumſtances; [ will /( if rhe former part 
of my Diſconrſe hasfully-bent'your minds 
to good Counſel before it be evidently. coo 
lare ). endeavour to:ſhew you aGlimple of 
. H -Mercy:; 


and to perſuade you to endeavourito behave 
your ſelves {>, 'that though your Temporal 
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Mercy ; tho after all-my Wiſhes and Bndea- 
vours, I muſt acknowledge: that there'is bur 
one Whole Virtue: yoi-are. now-| capable to 
praRtice, or ſo to practice as you your-lelves 

1» may judgeof the; Truth of it ; bur yer "ris a 

> Vircue that will ſupply the place of. a great 
many others; and perhaps, by che Mercy of 
God-, atone-for the Breach of all the reſt ; 
bur if: you willingly fail in. this ( and nexs 
to the Grace .of God-it depends wholly on 
your. Will) - I think you. are: undone - ſor 
Ever. 2s | 


And this Virtues Simcerity-; which aþhors 
. any evaſive Arts or 'Shifts, which. excludes 
T all Hypocriſly', / all Deuble'dealing., all 
feign'd Pretences, or-deceiving of God or 
your own Souls ;\ it admits. no'-Mixture of _ 
Diſfimulation, or finifter Aim,.nogelying on 
your own private'depravd\Judgments, . but 
a. ready unbiaſs:d Freedom of . Mind :to ins 
part and lay open- every-thing-plain and na+ 
ked, to be7judg'd-of by thoſe. who ſincerely 
defire to dire you to Heaven: And let me 
beſcech you to. yield to. their advice, and 
= truſt: 
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traſt thoſe:whoſe YJefire: is the: Salvation of 


your Souls, rather than thoſe who have done 


all chey canto deſtroy: them. :: + 


And the Ground of this Virtue is Honeſty 


_ of Heart, Uptigheneſs: of » Intention: ;\ and 
God whoſearches the Heart; and ſees into 


the cloſeſt Receſles chere, knows when you . 


at-from this Inward Principle, and 'when 


not, and will certainly deal-with you ac-_ 


cordingly: | '{Andthe that'is ſcarce able to do 
any thing, and: yet refuſes todo the little he 
can, ſullenly:lies down in miſery, and wit 
lingly accepts of his deſtruction. 


—_— 


Bur if this be-not envugh-to ſay; as 1 


know not . what .is enough to 'reſcue you 
from. the blindneſs: and: hardneſs of hearr a 
long train of ' iniquity has'involy'd you in; 
F will yet ſpeak my mind more plainly to 
you (for your Circumſtances will nocadmirt 
Palliation or Delay ) I know.no:-way.to Hea- 
ven for you, but by abundance:of: Remorſe 
and Contrition ; and that manifeſted to God, 
the World, and your own Conlciences, by 
& | H 2 _Reſti- 


Reſtitution: 10 the: moſt. abut. paneer 6. 
and a candid Conlellton, ;to-ptevent 4be-hike- 
Evils to others, :which-have- befallen yau :. 
And Repentance is. ſcaree anything elſe bur. 
Reſticution, (join'd'with'a due Sorrow and . 
Confefljon- ) a Reſtoring to Gad the:loſt Ser- 
vice of his.Creature;; /a- Reftoring- ro our- 
Wrong'd-Countrey:or Neighbouts, what we 
have - injuriouſly deprivd.them of; and a+ 
Reſtoring ourSelves (by. the. Gtace of God )- 

_ to the feft Dignity. of ob: Nature, - to the 
Purity. and Holineſs, which was that Image- 
of God.in which we. were enetiog. | 


Andif:you will: not ds his in part, in that- 
part which you are-.able to do,'tis folly to- 
expeR. it in the-whole.; the whole: your can- 
not; perform, you.haves not-time! for-ic; a 
part you mayo, and-let-me' intreat. you to - 
do it freely, ſo-freely, that you your ſelves- 
may. have a rational ground to: fappoſe you . 
would havedone the-whoje, if RO time k: 
and fpaceo effect i ed 


LAM vain, andbeyond belief, to-lay you:: 


would.. 


the Condemn'd Criminals, &c.. 


wovld do what now you can't, when you. 
will not do-whiat you can ; I do allow you 
have reſolv'd to live a godd life, if' you had 
been ſpar'd; bur fſpar'd you-are not, and 
therefore: can never prove your ſelves as to 
this; bur ſomething you-may do;,. and by it 
judse of all the reft: Reſticutiontothe urmoſt © - 
of your power, andConfeſſion to theGlory of : 
God, and hindring the progreſs of Wicked- 
neſs in others, is a. neceſſaty-part of:Repen- - 
rance. This y6u can'do; and if you refofe-- 
this, you would have certainly refus'd all the. 
reſt, if it had been left to your choice ; [you : 
would.in-a little time have return'd:to-your 
. old Sins in ſpight of the: Refolutions which 
not-a dne ſenſe of Sin; buryour.prefent Dan-.. 
. ger has extorted-from you, 


And,” believe me, a'Vow; or'an Oath, 
for concealing a real Evil, js a Confederacy - 
and. League'with Hell,” and a Tiain of Satan -: 
to fend others after ;you inthe ſame-perni-.. 
cious Tra...  ' L0Fs YT 0 


Humane Nature is fociable, and Wes | 
| AID 
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ſhip is the life of Society; but a conjunQion 
of ill Men; to ill Practices, is the deſtrution 
both of Society, and them thar ingage in it; 
and nothing can in this Caſefree your Souls, 
but a generous Deſign and Defire to break 
the Infernal Combination, that you may be 
the laſt; that no-more may be ruin'd. by it 
as you have been. _ DES. 


Arid he that, - tho late, yet does all he can 

to gain Chriſt,may not loſe him; but he that 
in the very view of Death, prefers Shame, 
or Fear, or the loye of. Wickedneſs, or any 
other Paſſion- before him, will never have 
him; and therefore ſay and do, reſtore-and 
confeſs every thing fieceflary to unravel thy 
former Wicked Life,to take off the ill effects 
of thy Example, to diſingige thy Compa- 
nions from the E vils thou. haſt brought them 
into, or accompanied them-in. 


| And let not the Spirit.of Aumber reſt Up- 


. © on you,do not willingly ſtupify your ſelves, 


do not (now 'tis ſo very near) put the evil 
day far off, by endeavouring not to think of 


It, 


th 


ninals,” &C,. 
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it, much leſs by diverting the thoughts there- 
of-by. anything really ſuiful, as Drink, vain 
 Diſcpurſe, or-.evil Company ; but rather 


employ the (mall remainder of your.time to 


the belt purpoſes, in continually proſtrating, 
your felves before the Throne of Mercy, in 
freely owninggo all the Righteous Judgmenc 
of God upon you for your former Trangreſſi-. 
ons, and in making your Departure Fn 
asproficable tothe Souls of Men as poſſibly. 
you; cao , by beating- down all pernicious. 
vain glorious. thoughts -of dying bravely ,, 
as an impious World expreſtes a ſtubborn 
and hardened , demeanor ; but, with much 
Remorle and, grex Contrition , with ex-. 
emplary. Humility. and Penitence, reſolve 
to relign your Spirits into- the.:hands. of. 
your Creator... | 


And, 'O-Righteous God, how!ſincerely: 
fhould they | prepare !.. how cordially 
ſhould they. behave chemſelves, that in a - 


few days are ſure to appear before thee Lk. 

how unfeignedly ſhould they diſcharge theſr TOY * 
Conſciences befoxe - they ſtand. at thy Juſt | 
Tribunal! : 


- 
/ 5 
w - 
. x, 
i . a 


” "> 


Tribunal! ali withagly "_ PK every” 
-weight of Sin thax has ſ-long'beſer: them, 
and- which without laying down, willſoon 


kak _ into oli _ Everlaſting bs 


- But 0 LuE ” tho PEAS of bd; he | 
| daft not deſive-- the: ideath; gths: eter deflrufion' -. 
of thy: finful: Creatures. 7 Sat” vathir that they 
ſhould from 'from-* ' their-* ſins- uid be Jos: | 
return thoa., ' 0 Lord, "and" dv not \aty Amiger: 

hide thy face from them ,- when they ; 


forth- their hands - unto | thee; 6ffeft-thems. þ E hy: wi 


Grace this their | extremity 3: make thein 1 ling Rf, 

| _— ready .to ;be* recondiFd 7 4mto - thee" fond” 

- & hence and be' ny rhe LEW. EG 
we 1s fully- reconcil'd ' wiito' they. _ os © 

| ah. and through his Fediation 3 Who came 

to Bear and Atone for: "the Oius "of the 


: World, thy beloved ow; "an out - Lord "and 
 Soviow Jefar: ed? "44#, , Pier? { 


